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professional standards of training and craftsmanship,
and to repress by a strict corporate discipline the
natural appetite of each to snatch special advantages
for himself to the injury of all—whether these things
outweigh the evils of conservative methods and corporate
exclusiveness is a question which each student will
answer in accordance with his own predilections.
What is clear, at least, is that both the rules of frater-
nities and the economic teaching of the Church were
prompted by the problems of a common environment.
Much that is now mechanical was then personal,
intimate and direct, and there was little room for
organization on a scale too vast for the standards that
are applied to individuals, or for the doctrine which
silences scruples and closes all accounts with the final
plea of economic expediency.
Such an environment, with its personal economic
relations, was a not unfavourable field for a system
of social ethics. And the Church, which brought to its
task the tremendous claim to mediate between everi*the
humblest activity and the divine purpose, sought to
supply it. True, its teaching was violated in practice,
and violated grossly, in the very citadel of Christendom
which promulgated it. Contemporaries were under no
illusion as to the reality of economic motives in the
Age of Faith. They had only to look at Rome. From
the middle of the thirteenth century a continuous
wail arises against the iniquity of the Church, andjts
burden may be summed up in one word, " avarice."
At Rome^ everything is for sale. What is' followed is
the gospel, \5F"according to St. Mark, but according to
the marks of silver.84
ad papam veneris> liabe pro constant!,
Non est locus pauperi, soli favet danti.
Papa, si rem tangimus, nomen habet a re,
Quicquid habent alii, solus vult papare ;
Vel, si verbum gallicum vis apocopare,
' Payez, pay**,' dit h mot, si vis impetrare.*5

